If the Indians in South Africa had courage anr<
self-respect, they would fight for their fundamental rights
with the force of the soul.
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WHY FOREIGN PROPAGANDA?
Gandhiji again referred to Kathiawad in his after-
prayer speech this evening. He said that he had received
a telegram from Shri Shamaldas Gandhi that day and
had received one from Shri Dhebarbhai the night before,
both contradicting the reports of Muslim harassment in
Kathiawad. The former had felt hurt by Gandhiji's
remarks about Kathiawad and had gone from Bombay
to Kathiawad to investigate things for himself. He had
wired to Gandhiji that the reports about abductions of
Muslim women were entirely false, and as far as he
knew reports about murders were also untrue. There
had been no disturbance of any kind after Sardar PatePs
visit. Before that some looting and rioting had taken
place. He was making further enquiries and would sub-
mit the report to Gandhiji. In the meantime, said
Gandhiji, telegrams came from Iran, America and
London saying that the Muslims in Kathiawad were
being subjected to terrible atrocities. These foreign wires
hurt him. He said this as a friend of the Muslims. It
was well with them only so long as they adhered to truth*
What would be the meaning of sending alarming news
to foreign countries except to discredit the Union? It
was wrong for them to exaggerate things out of all
proportion, and to carry on propaganda in foreign coun-
tries based on exaggerations. He must warn his friends
against such practice.
229